
     
 

Annual Conference of the Working Group Geographical Migration Research of 
the German Society for Geography  

22-23 January 2026 in Esch-Belval, Luxembourg  

The annual conference of the Geographical Migration Research working group will 
take place at the University of Luxembourg from 22-23 January 2026. The topic is 
‘Borders in migration research - far more than territorial borders?’. 
The temporarily reintroduced border controls, the discussions about the future of the 
Schengen area and the global rise in nationalism are all evidence of this: Borders 
are back — politically, in the media and socially. Borders reveal themselves not only 
as lines, but also as dynamic and conflictual social practices that regulate mobility 
and supposedly organise affiliation, inclusion, and exclusion.  

In geographical migration research, this brings questions of bordering, de-bordering 
and re-bordering into focus. How, where and by whom are borders drawn, shifted or 
made permeable? What role do state migration regimes, everyday discrimination 
and (in)visible exclusion play in these processes? And how can such border 
formations be researched, analysed and critically questioned?  

We invite submissions that address the spatial dimensions of border processes in 
migration contexts from theoretical, empirical or methodological perspectives. We 
welcome papers that address borders as material, symbolic and political phenomena 
at different scales (from local to global). Critical, postcolonial and intersectional 
perspectives are expressly encouraged.  

The 2026 conference will take place in neighbouring Luxembourg, a small yet highly 
diverse country in the heart of Europe with numerous EU institutions. Nestled 
between Germany, France and Belgium, Luxembourg is characterised by its border 
locations and intensive cross-border mobility. With an exceptionally high proportion 
of people from migrant backgrounds (73.7 % in 2023, STATEC) and a lively 
multilingualism – with German, French and Luxembourgish as official languages, 
supplemented by English and Portuguese as important everyday languages – the 
country offers an exciting environment in which to explore issues related to migration 
and border geography.  

 
 
Location:  
University of Luxembourg 

Maison des Sciences Humaines 

11, Porte des Sciences L-4366 Esch-sur-Alzette  
Black Box 

 
Registration: https://forms.office.com/e/GSbPV6HERt?origin=lprLink 
 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fe%2FGSbPV6HERt%3Forigin%3DlprLink&data=05%7C02%7Cjutta.bissinger%40uni.lu%7Cdad97145bc604f0a23eb08de2da7d579%7C445a9c950f9d49539db1bc4a45dd1220%7C0%7C0%7C638998396013649385%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tWuj6ITcvmzA0NJsBeo14a22gDktmHfiBE5I%2FGIA8%2Fo%3D&reserved=0


     
 
 
 
Draft Programme:  
 
Thursday, 22 January 2026 
 
12.00-13.00  PhD Lunch  
 
13.00-13.20 Welcome and Introduction (Birte Nienaber & Jutta Bissinger)  
Black Box, MSH 
 
Session 1  
 
13.20 – 13.40   Syrine Touati: Hierarchies of belonging: The EU's 'othering' of migrants  

14.00 – 14.20  
Kholoüd Awada: Grenzen auf Papier: Visalisten als Instrumente der 
Externalisierung  

14.20 – 14.40  
Hanna Büdenbender: ,Smart‘ borders? The US-Mexico border and the EU’s 
external borders in the Mediterranean in contemporary photography  

14.40 – 15.00  Andreas Spaeth: Wirkung von Grenzen in Südosteuropa 

15.00 – 15.20  Discussion 
 
15.20 - 15.40 Coffee break  
 

15.40 – 16.00   
Rhea Dehn Tutosaus: Grenzen erzählen: Weibliche Grenzgängerinnen und 
partizipative Wissensproduktion in Ceuta 

16.00 – 16.20  
Philipp Themann:  Informelle Wege des Überlebens im Grenzraum: 
Zivilgesellschaftliche Netzwerke im Schatten des europäischen Grenzregimes  

16.20-16.40  
Jana Bleckmann: Postmigrantische Perspektiven auf Peripherisierung & 
Infrastrukturen der Ankunft  

16.40-17.00  
Oxana Chaika: From War to Borderland: Ukrainian Experiences of Visible and 
Invisible Borders in Luxembourg  

17.00-17.20  Discussion 
 
17.20-18.00 General Assembly of the Working Group Geographical Migration 
Research of the German Society for Geography 
Black Box, MSH  
 
18.15- 19.00 Bridge Walk from Belval to Esch  
 
19.00 Dinner in Chiche! 125, Rue de l'Alzette 
https://www.chiche.lu/locations/chiche!-esch 
 
Chiche! combines authentic, home-made Lebanese food with social cohesion.  
 

 
 
 

https://www.chiche.lu/locations/chiche!-esch


     
 
 
 
Friday, 23 January 2026  
 

09.00-09.20  
Jörg Gretel: Capabilities and Aspirations: Mobile Grenzregime aus tunesischer 
Perspektive  

09.20-09.40  Zekiye Gürün-Üçem,  Invisible Borders Within: The Case of Turkish Asylum 
Seekers in Germany   

09.40-10.00  Mert Pekşen:  Border enforcement geographies in Turkey  

10.00-10.20  
Birte Nienaber & Jutta Bissinger: Crossing Lines: Migration and Bordering in 
Luxembourg and the EU 

10.20-10.40  Discussion 
 
10.40-11.00 Coffee break  
 

11.00-11.20  Anas  Ansar and Benjamin Etzold: Rerouting the Narratives: Dehomogenising 
Rohingya Refugee Crisis in the Bangladesh-Myanmar Borderlands  

11.20-11.40  
Janek von Stebut: Narrative als unsichtbare Zugehörigkeitsordnungen – 
Umkämpfte Grenzziehungen in der lokalen Produktion von Migration  

11.40 – 12.00  Mustafa Obaid: Planen für Vielfalt: Entwicklungsinstrumente für offene Städte  
12.00 – 12.20  Annegret  Haase: Urbane Ankunftsräume als Grenzräume der Segregation?  
12.20 – 12.40  Discussion  
 
12.40-13.30 Roundtable: Borders in migration research - far more than territorial 

borders? 
 
13.30-14.30 Networking Lunch in MSH in front of Black Box 
 
 



     
Practical Information 
 
Location:  
University of Luxembourg 

Maison des Sciences Humaines 

11, Porte des Sciences L-4366 Esch-sur-Alzette  
Black Box 

 
 

- Participants will not need to pay a participitation fee. Catering will be provided 
during the sessions. Please note that the dinner in Esch will not be covered. 

- Public transport in Luxembourg is free (you do not need to get any ticket) 
 
 
How to get to the University of Luxembourg in Belval from Germany 
 
Form Trier:  
There is direct bus 306 to Belval every hour (around 5 EUR)  
 
From Saarbücken: 
There is a CFL bus to Luxembourg City,  
Then you can take the train from Luxembourg City to Belval (around 35 Minutes) 
 
 
Accommodation 
 
Hotels in Belval, Belvaux and Esch 

- IBIS Esch Belval 
- Residhome Luxembourg in Belval 

- Youth Hostel in Esch-sur-Alzette otMia Zia, Belvaux 
- Hotel Mia Zia in Belvaux  
- Hotel de la Poste in Esch 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://all.accor.com/booking/fr/ibis/hotels/esch-sur-alzette-luxembourg?token=BBPWJNwu4FbhvE-wYVepdZZH0R1s5hhZC36twz2RkodBHEvBNVMUdXSGITeuXfu2l31JNyMXxiB5g3EKVSHwDRSy2DCHPsNDsaRWTlM8qFgCD9jbLWgt1LsRvNhD2jdUcw_BpcdKplOLsTdSW0hHGgDgR0cE-b8fdpFwhQ3L0M6VNtji8TlzWVBkFZDMSd7x0sAZhWJ1X6VSaBtKRoMSmlnyEop71kbdG4YkThOTTcTbQS76L55UCwLN_Xgka7FIPh495IU-NB5KYeGZfX7q3Mld_RjwaBRL_u8-LgOsFkhmVKfepXmxMpRW571qrvXuQ2r1le2OnXRblV1KnWrjNqT1kbKcvNbzWLXeEEctv73kLIRq7vPcCO70-TzU22MqzjlVlSG6K1PJ02OkLWBkLXCqdUXq0yEjafNv3ihJZRrfjlnCcmbzYq3licE2Ani8qMZWpaHZLrn1CB327Wiy-qB444lJEXD77KMJ5paW9BP_hzeXMBrt_Ttuap4t3xJuTr2mJgduvgqGf8TNyqBimS4JVdnZG1RMpuT70vpAwa1p_c5ivzq2Ea82PR8C1IHxWe9_-vgmmB-klt2EE6HBCy_91fTv2avGtn6YVuV6A_ZuOw_HIM-DrT_vc6YiINUI8W_25x3TfenO3a5Ugx3TPuUaCDkytu5wuZ8M0MAPNyMFwgfHXURuLBWj3hr3nUjh36nZzcnQxXz-R8S2F7XOdcvTDYMyO7PRMZkivbIjtr_qQKEKq9QXyRzhrZFzsq8g6sz-c0G3b-IOj4Uqq9bqaNGM4faqmD-sh7DzBwMw2V39h0yiUk7-XOb8odpntdYRGfE6w2xrhdgEhq-XcltNWWdKVShwH5nMoKEYr7Oi8uQivEMuItHXqVzRRJWHrwok4uNlqG66-iqb0yypbX3Zcb04x2rWwm2BiwVzbA_BYC3dv9aW2VkFxFvczybkkac5tgLhff8dFrPuRo5jo_M_IqbKzYZxZsrMZ9ui-y7KgcDAj4ieB6tvjcNU17k-faCT4bJc8CPJceJGsUi7z7NIcWpupy0jXGgP6DCbrCdakoHQU1ooVGjqpXjquli1pd5IMCIPD8LR9N3-25woz3ZpLx2XT0gqHyuj6DXCnR-c2gTx-VKHez7PoulOt4FRguSB9_0M7hLn1IjSLXgnBtXIF6fwsEb2qa33yUc_meH_yCC8XW1poR_aElH9TENESDQKGNOsEha8o21drR9ILN0vD2CEFgOU5g6cxXYeT5SY40AIr-2Vrw7h1YVl-YzVfQuPQMeUWba2RODAHK87q8cMo-3av3pWkoTl4FkeFLWzU_WJ5RjJUu0Jp-QpxWtFxgFeH2M14g&compositions=1&stayplus=false&snu=false&hideWDR=false&productCode=null&accessibleRooms=false&hideHotelDetails=false&filters=&utm_term=mar&gclid=CjwKCAiAuIDJBhBoEiwAxhgyFtq8-lyM6lYd59beKDc3wivpT82pLRIZzCp4pyflHiASISFaRo7nXhoCtUMQAvD_BwE&utm_campaign=ppc-ibi-mar-goo-fr-fr-reg_top-mix-se&utm_medium=cpc&utm_source=google&utm_content=fr-fr-LU-V1243
https://www.guestreservations.com/fr/residhome-luxembourg-esch-belval/booking?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=22940448427&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=22940448427&gbraid=0AAAAADiMQMYgFPeP8MfFuyVwaQz9cAxXv&gclid=CjwKCAiAuIDJBhBoEiwAxhgyFlQ-f6OqRTqekfBXKJupWWHk7BJ3EbfXkvJXv8RND-ZVRtpAQEWTHBoC_BQQAvD_BwE
https://www.hostelworld.com/hostels/p/279736/youth-hostel-eschalzette/?source=ppc_gooads_nonbrand_dsk_search_pn_en_eucatchall&network=g&campaign_id=20119925442&adgroup_id=150067904386&criteria_id=kwd-848427030421&creative_id=663618212325&location_physical_id=9067749&location_interest_id=&adposition=&uniqueclickID=16034458251246206792&sub_keyword=youth%20hostel%20esch%2Falzette&sub_ad=e&sub_publisher=ADW&gclsrc=aw.ds&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=20119925442&gbraid=0AAAAAD9QXQbQv5HnntVa0g9emg_kzmj7A&gclid=CjwKCAiAuIDJBhBoEiwAxhgyFskpmSt6k9lNJ6rQp5_VRfgsTNWlpWg_sB2bm2r-b2voEGlrJ_IokxoC_O4QAvD_BwE
https://www.online-reservations.com/?hotelid=278668&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=13184073298&gbraid=0AAAAAD-Rb7XsSJF0c4SwBCVechC3IkwcL&gclid=CjwKCAiAuIDJBhBoEiwAxhgyFgKiP268zc84eUjzTE-UO1oKsk2QiEPCcPimmCv8tNg2T4gC6YkhjRoCatwQAvD_BwE
https://www.hoteldelaposte-luxembourg.com/de?ads_source=equeco&channel=8224997574_search&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=21644758078&gbraid=0AAAAAo-rjDYYakcilolXnG5SeRMBK-1iL&gclid=CjwKCAiAuIDJBhBoEiwAxhgyFpe1I8d9zvPX1Ox7LEdeTVSF-xYMfuWxXeLrJgRRch3TJHsLO6sSphoCDBQQAvD_BwE

